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In the wake of the destruction of the Second Temple two millennia ago, a group of people
we now call "the Rabbis" compiled the Talmud to structure our lives with law, the Midrash to
enhance our lives with fantasy, and Prayer to surround our lives with God. We’ll study this tripod
of Judaism that has become our heritage, learning what it contains and how its various parts
continue to impact our lives today.
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Over the course of our ten weeks together, we will explore typical passages from the Talmud,
from the Midrash, and from the prayerbook. We will focus on three aspects of these Jewish sources:
(1) their basic nature and what we learn from them; (2) how they form part of the rabbinic mindset;
and (3) how they continue to impact us today.

By the end of the ten weeks, you will understand these three central kinds of Jewish sources
as well as how they contribute to Judaism today. You will also have a deeper understanding of the
texts that we study.

http://www.exc.com/JoelHoffman/Syllabi/FMAMS3.pdf



������������������������������������� Format � �����������������������������������

The texts we discuss will be handed out in class in both Hebrew and translation. You do not
have to know any Hebrew to keep up. (Knowing English is a good idea.)
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I can be reached most easily by e-mail: Joel@Exc.Com. I can also be reached during normal
waking hours by phone: 718/834-1080.
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You do not need to read anything between classes. But the following are used to greater or
lesser degrees during the course, either to supplement or to reinforce the material presented in
class.

On the list, the books most worth having on your bookshelf are marked with an asterisk (*).
Those most relevant to the course are marked with a plus symbol (+).
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