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When Napoleon helped usher in the Englightenment in the 19th century, he set the stage for
the emancipation of Europe’s Jews. Over the course of a century, the Jews of Western Europe,
under the lasting influence of Napolean, would become a religion instead of a people, and would
see widespread acceptance in society. The Jews of Eastern Europe would remain a people and
would remain more opressed by their rulers.

As the Enlightenment spread, Jews and non-Jews alike looked forward to a time without the
ancient curse of war.

The 20th-century promise of world-wide peace and better times was quickly broken first by
World War I, then by the Holocaust. As the world fell apart as was put back together, the Modern
State of Israel was formed and the value of the New World was made clear.

Against this traumatic backdrop, thriving Jewish communities flourished first in the New
World, then in Israel, and finally again in Europe.
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First class: Setting the Stage: The Enlightenment.
Second class: Reactions in Germany and Poland.
Third class: The Nightmare of the Holocaust.
Fourth class: The Dream of 2,000 Years: Israel.
Fifth class: The Dream of Freedom: America.
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